As part of our ongoing research on the genus Kyllinga we came across three doubtfully identified specimens from Rwanda. During his research in the preparation of the Flore du Rwanda (1987) , Maquet labelled these specimens as Kyllinga stenophylla K.Schum. ex C.B.Clarke. After comparison with the type material of the latter species (i.e. Preuss 189) we concluded that these specimens are distinct from K. stenophylla. Besides these Rwandese specimens, several similar specimens from Central and West Africa were found in various herbaria (BR, GENT, K, P). Huygh & Schouppe, 2 Herba perennis, rhizoma ascendens conspicue cataphyllatum; culmi 14 -40 cm longi; bracteae involucrales 3; inflorescentia capitata subglobosa; squamae lanceolatae carinatae, carina viridula dense dentata; spiculae 1-nucigerae, nux lateraliter biconvexa, complanata, obovata apiculata. -Typus: Van der Veken, P. 1984-123 (holo GENT; iso GENT; other duplicates to be distributed), Burundi, S of Bugurama, direction Ijenda to Kigezi, 27 Jan.
Kyllinga cataphyllata

1984.
Small to medium-sized perennial herb; rhizome ascending and sympodially branched, 0.7-1.4 mm thick, with conspicuous cataphylls; cataphylls 12-20 mm long, greyish to pale brown with purple nerves; culms (6 -)14 -40(-63) cm long and 0.5-1 mm wide, usually distant on the sympodial rhizome, glabrous, triangular and ridged; base not swollen. Leaves 3 or 4 per culm;
leaf sheaths pale green on rear side, translucent front side, often with reddish dots, densely striate towards the base; lower leaves reduced to pale brown sheaths with purple venation; upper 1 or 2 leaves with lamina; lamina 20-90 by 1.1-2.5 mm, scabrid along the margin and on the midrib towards the apex.
Inflorescence capitate, with a single subglobose greenish white spike, 3.5-7.5 mm diam, 10-30 spikelets per spike; rachis cylindrical to conical, 1.5-2.8 by 0.3-1.1 mm, with prominent peduncles. Involucral bracts 3, leafy, the lowermost often erect, all with translucent wings at the base, scabrid along the margins and midrib towards the apex; the longest bract 3.5-9(-13.5) cm long and 1.2-2.1 mm wide; the shortest bract 1-4 cm long. Spikelets 2.5-3.7 by 1-1.7 mm, broadly lanceolate, acute, with a bract, prophyll, 2 or 3 glumes and 1 flower, upper glume(s) empty; bract with prominent midrib, slightly keeled, often spinulose, linear-lanceolate, 1.2-2 by 0.3-0.5 mm; prophyll translucent, obtuse, glabrous, ovate, 0.8-1.2 by 0.3-0.6 mm; glumes cream-coloured with membranous margins and some reddish dots towards the keel, lanceolate, midrib green with a 8-10 spine-like teeth; lower glume 2.5-3.4 by 0.7-0.9 mm; nerves, 2 or 3 on each side of the midrib, slightly raised; midrib excurrent into a short recurved mucro; second glume 2.4-3 by 0.8-1.2 mm; nerves, 2 on each side of the midrib, mucro shorter and straight; upper glume (when present) enclosed, hyaline, linear-lanceolate, 1.3 -1.8 by 0.3 -0.6 mm. Nutlet biconvex, laterally flattened, obovate, 1.2-1.7 by 0.8-1.1 mm, yellow to brown, with an asymmetrical pedicel, surface papillose, base of the style often remaining as a short apiculus. Distribution -Burundi, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of the Congo and Rwanda.
Habitat & Ecology -This species grows in swamps and on the banks of small rivulets, mostly in shade, on the margins of montane forest.
Etymology -The epithet cataphyllata means 'with cataphylls' and refers to the conspicuous sheaths covering the rhizome.
Vernacular name -Rwanda: Indagarago. Note -Kyllinga cataphyllata is similar to K. brevifolia Rottb., in habit, rhizome structure, the glumes with a green spinulose keel and an obovate nutlet. However, the latter differs in having less conspicuous cataphylls, glumes with less spinulose keels (only 4 or 5 teeth) and a straight attachment of the nutlet. Also Kyllinga cataphyllata (Cyperaceae), a new species from the highlands of West and Central Africa 
